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TRILATERAL OFFICES AND USERS TRILATERAL OFFICES AND USERS 
CONFERENCECONFERENCE

(16 NOVEMBER 2006)(16 NOVEMBER 2006)

STRICTER EXAMINATION TO STRICTER EXAMINATION TO 
ADDRESS THE WORKLOAD ISSUEADDRESS THE WORKLOAD ISSUE
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LANDSCAPE IN THE TRILATERAL AREALANDSCAPE IN THE TRILATERAL AREA

IncreasingIncreasing numbernumber ofof filingsfilings ofof patent applications in patent applications in thethe
TrilateralTrilateral areas areas →→ increasedincreased difficultiesdifficulties to to copecope withwith thethe
workloadworkload in in allall threethree Offices; Offices; 

TwoTwo major causes: major causes: 
New New playersplayers (China, (China, KoreaKorea) ) andand new technologies have new technologies have 
emergedemerged. This trend . This trend cannotcannot bebe reversedreversed andand itsits
importance importance willwill onlyonly growgrow

ManyMany applicantsapplicants believebelieve «« If If youyou reallyreally wantwant a patent, a patent, 
youyou have have itit »»
→→ somethingsomething needsneeds to to bebe donedone to to addressaddress thisthis!!
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« IF YOU REALLY WANT A PATENT, YOU 
HAVE IT »!
Several factors have contributed to the spreading of this Several factors have contributed to the spreading of this 
wrong message, although not to the same degree in all wrong message, although not to the same degree in all 
Trilateral regionsTrilateral regions

Key factors: Key factors: 
Applicant is a customer who must be satisfied! Applicant is a customer who must be satisfied! 
→→ How can you refuse an application if you wish to How can you refuse an application if you wish to 
satisfy your customer? satisfy your customer? 

Far more difficult for an examiner to really reject an Far more difficult for an examiner to really reject an 
application than to grant a patent application than to grant a patent 
→→ Responsibility of Appeal Boards or Courts reviewing Responsibility of Appeal Boards or Courts reviewing 
rejections of applicationsrejections of applications
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« IF YOU REALLY WANT A PATENT, YOU 
HAVE IT »!
Two more factors:Two more factors:

Endless possibilities for an applicant to delay final dispositioEndless possibilities for an applicant to delay final disposition n 
of his case or sidestep any rejectionof his case or sidestep any rejection

→→ An issue to be addressed by the legislator An issue to be addressed by the legislator 

Interpreting the patentability criteria so liberally that patentInterpreting the patentability criteria so liberally that patent
examiners have almost nothing left on which to base a examiners have almost nothing left on which to base a 
rejection rejection 

→→ An issue to be addressed by Patent Offices and An issue to be addressed by Patent Offices and 
Courts!Courts!
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ACTION IS REQUIRED NOW!   ACTION IS REQUIRED NOW!   

It is in the interest of patent applicants and patent Offices toIt is in the interest of patent applicants and patent Offices to
address these points now address these points now 

Changing the message will help curb the overall demandChanging the message will help curb the overall demand

Deficiencies of the system raise growing concerns within Deficiencies of the system raise growing concerns within 
society, governments, parliaments, at least in certain parts of society, governments, parliaments, at least in certain parts of 
the worldthe world

If patent Offices, working with economic players, do not If patent Offices, working with economic players, do not 
address the problems, it is possible that extreme address the problems, it is possible that extreme 
measures will be imposed on the patent system measures will be imposed on the patent system 
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THANKS YOU FOR YOUR KIND THANKS YOU FOR YOUR KIND 
ATTENTIONATTENTION
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